*Won For All: How the* Drosophila *Genome Was Sequenced* is a personal narrative about a very important time in genomics by an equally important person --- Michael Ashburner, a Drosophilist at the University of Cambridge. The time is a two-year period from 1998 to March 2000, and the topic is the collaborative genome sequencing of the fruit fly *Drosophila* melanogaster. Ashburner takes the reader on his personal journey surrounding the events that followed the announcement by Celera Genomics (a giant biotechnology company) that it would sequence the *Drosophila* genome using a shotgun sequencing strategy as a test run to sequence the human genome. The result of this announcement is the eventual unprecedented international collaboration between academia and biotechnology involving 60 scientists. The book focuses on the differing approaches of the two camps --- specifically, free open access to the genome data generated, a cause led by the author himself, vs. more restricted commercial access favored by Celera.

The author does an excellent job portraying this central tussle within an academic and biotech partnership. Using a very informal, fast-paced, and flowing writing style reflective of the rants and raves at the time of the project, the author manages to re-create his personal struggles during this time, resulting in *Won* for All reading as a diary as opposed to a piece of science reporting. Indeed, the author describes this book as a form of self-therapy. This unrestricted reporting style gives the science and the scientists involved in the project a human face, putting on display the raw emotions involved when one is dedicated and passionate about science. Outstanding character sketches by renowned artist Lewis Miller further help this cause.

Readers in search of more technical information and the history of *Drosophila* as a model organism beyond the social interactions among the scientists involved need not look any further then the book itself. Indeed, the postscripts by Scott Hawley and Ethan Bier, plus the generous footnotes throughout the main text, address these areas and underline the relevance of the *Drosophila* sequencing project to the success of all subsequent sequencing projects.

All in all, *Won for All* is for the general reader and should interest anyone wanting a glimpse into modern science with an intimate look at the politics, ethics, principles, theory, and advancement that make science what it is today.
